WHAT IS CISMA?

Cooperative Invasive Species Management Area - CISMA
Vanderburgh County, Indiana
Formed in 2018

Mission: Reduce the economic and environmental threats of invasive species to Vanderburgh County, by promoting invasive awareness, education, and management.

Vanderburgh CISMA is a volunteer-based organization that works with the community members and local community groups to share ideas, knowledge and resources to address invasive species issues.  Past activities include: 

· Weed Wrangle® – volunteers meet at North Woods Nature Trails once in the spring and once in the fall to learn about invasive species plants and how to safely removed them. No experience needed for lend a hand. For more information contact: Vanderburgh.cisma@gmail.com 

· Friends of North Woods – volunteers gather at North Woods Nature Trails to remove invasive species plants as weather permits. No experience needed to join. For more information contact: sheeger0839@gmail.com 

· [bookmark: _Hlk158195023]Wintercreeper Pulls – volunteers gather in January and February at North Woods Nature Trails to remove wintercreeper vines as weather permits. For more information contact: pettys1234@aol.com 

· Holiday Family Nature Hunt – CISMA hosts a holiday event the last week of December for families to learn more about North Woods Nature Trails. For more information contact: pettys1234@aol.com 

· Franklin Street Bazaar – volunteers host a table to share information and connect community members to local resources. For more information contact: Vanderburgh.cisma@gmail.com 

· [bookmark: _Hlk158195075]Vines in Trees – volunteers visit private residents to share information about how to remove invasive vines from trees. For more information contact: Vanderburgh.cisma@gmail.com 








HOW DO I SUPPORT EFFORTS TO MANAGE INVASIVE PLANTS?
There are many ways to learn more and get involved:
· Take part in a Weed Wrangle® Indiana event
· Get involved with your local CISMA by attending meetings every other month. Contact CISMA by email at Vanderburgh.cisma@gmail.com 
· Request a free invasive species landowner survey from the Regional Specialist, Dawn Slack at dawn@sicim.info 
· Learn more about invasive plants at https://www.sicim.info
· Control invasive plants on your property
· Learn about native plants
· Landscape with native plants and encourage others to do the same
· Join us on social media and share information with others
· Map & report invasive plants via the EDDMapS website or smart device app for Android or Apple
· Spread the word! Talk to your elected officials, local landscape nursery, neighbors, family, and friends about invasive plants and the importance of planting native.

WANT MORE INFORMATION?
Vanderburgh County Soil & Water Conservation District (812) 423-4426 ext. 3
Vanderburgh email:  Vanderburgh.cisma@gmail.com
State of Indiana Cooperative Invasive Management website: www.sicim.info


