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MISSION STATEMENT : 
 OUR MISSION IS TO PROVIDE   

QUALITY CONSERVATION SERVICES 

RESULTING IN A HARMONIOUS BALANCE  

BETWEEN NATURAL RESOURCES,  

SOCIAL CHANGE  

AND ECONOMIC HEALTH WITHIN 

VANDERBURGH COUNTY  

 

New 2024 Plat Books 
 are here! 

 
The new 2024 Vanderburgh County Plat Books are at 
the SWCD office and ready for purchase. 
 
The price of the new books are $25 and can be paid 
with cash or check only.  Please be sure to call the 
office at 812-423-4426 x3 before you stop by, as we 
are frequently out of the office. 

SWCD 84th  
Annual Meeting 

The SWCD Annual meeting was moved to February 18th at 2 
pm to avoid the snow storm on the 19th.  The Annual Meet-
ing was held at the SWCD office and an election took place 
for Joe Schalasky, of which, he was elected by show of hands 
and will serve another 3 year term.  Jon Fehrenbacher is the 
River Friendly Farmer and will receive his sign at a later time.   
The Evansville Forest Alliance will be receiving our Urban 
Conservation Award this year.  We are looking forward to the 
2026 Annual Meeting as it will be our 85th Annual Meeting!  
Details will be published in the Winter Newsletter later this 
year.  As always be sure to follow us on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/vandswcd or Instagram at Vanderburgh 
County Soil and Water Conservation District. 

Lower Pigeon Creek –  
Year One Impact! 
 
In 2024, the Lower Pigeon Creek project implemented 
the following: 

• 428 acres cover crop planted 

• 34 rain barrels installed 
In total, saved 4331 tons of sediment, 1322 lb of phos-
phorus and 42647 lb of nitrogen from entering Otter 
Creek. 
Additional projects are underway in 2025 and funds are 
still available to implement a variety of practices. If 
interested, please contact the Vanderburgh SWCD of-
fice! 
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March Cover Crop  
Breakfasts were a success! 
 

Posey, Vanderburgh, Warrick and Gibson County SWCDs host-
ed two Cover Crop Breakfasts in March. The March 4th event 
was held in Boonville at the Warrick 4_H Center, and March 
6th a breakfast was held at Armstrong Recreational Center in 
Evansville. Both events had the same topics and speakers and 
provided a yummy breakfast to the producers in attendance. 
We started off the day with a video from the Pike County 
SWCD called “When Roots Run Deep in Healthy Soil”. 
Our first speaker was Morgan Oberly with the DNR.   She 
discussed using raptor perches for rodent control.  We gave 
away two bamboo raptor perches at each event.  Your local 
SWCD also has grant money to help producers get started 
with raptor perches or nests on local farms. 
(insert photo of Morgan) 
Morgan Oberly is the District 5 Wildlife Biologist for the Indi-
ana DNR Division of Fish & Wildlife. She covers 11 counties in 
southwest Indiana and is available to provide private land-
owners with technical assistance and management advice for 
wildlife habitat projects. Morgan holds a bachelor’s and mas-
ter’s degrees in wildlife sciences. Originally from southern 
Ohio, she’s lived in several states doing wildlife research be-
fore settling in Indiana. She loves exploring her district and 
trying to find answers to the many questions about wildlife 
she gets asked.  
 

Next, we introduced Pat Bittner speaking on “Rooted in Sus-
tainability”. 
(insert photo of Pat) 
Pat Bittner is a dedicated fifth-generation farmer from Van-
derburgh County, proudly continuing the legacy of soil health 
stewardship on his family farm. For the past ten years, Pat 
has upheld the regenerative practices initiated by his grandfa-
ther and father, focusing on 100% no-till farming and the use 
of cover crops. His commitment to these methods has signifi-
cantly contributed to the farm’s soil health and productivity. 
Pat is a mentor for Farm Advisors, where he shares his exper-
tise and passion for soil health education with fellow farmers 
and the broader agricultural community. Through his work, 
Pat aims to promote regenerative farming practices and en-
sure the long-term viability of the land for future generations.  
If you have questions about these practices or how to get in 
touch with Pat through Farm Advisors, please contact your 
local SWCD. 
 

We finished up the morning with a farmer panel.  Our farmers 
included – 
(insert farm panel photo) 
Joseph Kern was born and raised in Mariah Hill Indiana on a 
small dairy farm. He went to Western Kentucky University to 
study Agricultural Education. He also studied abroad in Ecua-
dor visiting farms and rural villages helping establish a youth 
program like 4-H and FFA. Joseph now farms cattle and row 
crops with his family in Spencer County. He started no-till 
farming in the 1980’s and regrettably did not use cover crops 
aggressively until 2011. He also does aerial applications for 
farmers in Southwestern Indiana for Front 40 Ag.  

 

Hans Schmitz farms and teaches agribusiness and drone tech-
nology at Vincennes University. He serves as a technical assis-
tance specialist with the Indiana Ag Nutrient Alliance, promot-
ing the intersection of 4R Nutrient Management and Soil 
Health principles.  
 

Aaron Kruger farms 870 acres of yellow corn, soybeans, and 
cereal rye in Owensville with his 86-year-old grandfather, Ron 
Kruger. Since returning to the farm after graduating from 
Purdue in 2018, he has implemented a no-till and cover crop 
system on their entire farm. He utilizes diverse, high biomass 
cover crop mixes, planting green, and roller crimping as key 

components to their operation.  
 

Tom Rudolph is the third generation on the farm, his son 
being the fourth. They have been long term no-till and cov-
er crop farmers, as well as implementing raptor perches on 
their farm. They’re trying their best to reduce herbicide, 
pesticide, and fertilizer inputs. They’re also utilizing the 
Haney test to determine the soil nutrient availability.  
 

Frank Bender started farming in 1988 with uncle Benny 
Bender. At the time, his uncle was a very conventional till-
age farmer. In the early 1990’s Frank started no-tilling soy-
beans into standing corn stalks and dabbling with no-till 
corn into bean stubble. In the early 2000’s, he tried Rye as 
a cover crop with the encouragement and financial support 
from the Posey County Soil & Water Conservation District. 
Today, Frank along with his son Dale and helpers Doug 
Bergman and Dennis Crawford, plant green into cover crops 
on nearly all his farm land.  
 

Michael Childress grew up on a farm in Benton County, IN. 
He started working for the Posey County Co-op in 2008 and 
enjoys serving the needs of the Posey County Ag communi-
ty.  
Make sure you are on the contact list at your local SWCD to 
stay informed about all of our future events and our 2025 
CWI Cover Crop starting in May. 
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INDIANAPOLIS (Feb. 24, 2025) - The Indiana State Department of Agriculture (ISDA) and partners throughout the state have 
worked with the Gulf Hypoxia Program (GHP) to develop a no-cost program with a focus on increasing the knowledge and use of soil 
sampling as a nutrient management practice to benefit farm operations. The program, titled Indiana’s Mississippi River Basin Soil Sam-
pling Program, is open now for applicants. 
 
“Indiana is a leader in soil conservation and that is thanks to programs like this one,” said Lt. Governor Micah Beckwith, Indiana’s Sec-
retary of Agriculture. “This funding will support our Hoosier farmers and landowners looking to increase soil conservation efforts on 
their farms, which we know will help them keep their soil fertile and healthy for generations to come.” 
 
ISDA promotes the importance of nutrient management and the principles of the 4R Nutrient Stewardship framework. The 4R frame-
work incorporates using the “Right Source, Right Rate, Right Time, and Right Place” to achieve cropping system goals. This program 
focuses on soil sampling and testing as it is a key component, and first step, of developing a plan for nutrient management. Soil sam-
pling provides an assessment of the soil’s fertility which can be used for making fertilizer application recommendations, assessing avail-
able nutrients over time, increase farmer profitability and enhance environmental protection by reducing the risk of nutrient loss. This 
project was developed to help further Indiana’s State Nutrient Reduction Strategy efforts. 
 
“As a farmer myself, I know firsthand how much time, money and effort goes into soil testing on farms,” said ISDA Director Don Lamb. 
“This program is crucial for Hoosier farmers and landowners to be able to afford soil conservation e fforts and nutrient stewardship 
which are integral on their farms. I am thankful for this funding and for our team and partners who make this soil conservation initia-
tive a success year after year.” 
 
This program includes row crop fields, pastures, hay and specialty crops located within Indiana’s portion of the Mississippi River Basin. 
Eligible landowners will be prioritized by acreage enrolled (i.e., 100 acres or less), fields that have never been soil sampled and fields 
that haven’t been sampled regularly (i.e., within the last 4 years). Further prioritization may be implemented based on ISDA’s workload 
capacity. This program excludes hobby gardens and private lawns. Interested landowners can sign-up online at ISDA’s website or by 
reaching out to soilsampling@isda.in.gov. 
 
Sign-ups begin Monday, Feb. 24, 2025, and ISDA is accepting registrations until Friday, April 4, 2025 or until funds are exhausted.  
 
This program was made possible thanks to ISDA, Indiana Soybean Alliance, Indiana Corn Marketing Council, Indiana Agriculture Nutri-
ent Alliance (IANA), Indiana Conservation Partnership (ICP) members, farmers, and crop advisors. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fprotect.checkpoint.com%2Fv2%2Fr01%2F___https%3A%2Fclick.subscription.in.gov%2F%3Fqs%3D570490a8012e208b641257cc562add92323f7543345294441d35356f330bd9e58865da3e060bc828119cf2176370dacc48b39d6e7bf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fprotect.checkpoint.com%2Fv2%2Fr01%2F___https%3A%2Fclick.subscription.in.gov%2F%3Fqs%3D570490a8012e208be564929aeb1636f6514d6538409ed9617479285dc230619c45fabdb67c3f2128956140cd7fe25dacef3d94d1952
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fprotect.checkpoint.com%2Fv2%2Fr01%2F___https%3A%2Fclick.subscription.in.gov%2F%3Fqs%3D570490a8012e208bb44e1a949573c8b54a8be75181cc49c5974e0702edf3c5101c691332b550c04671e8526eb16f3005cfa494af8b2
mailto:soilsampling@isda.in.gov
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ASSOCIATES: 
Kay Hoffherr, Retired Teacher, Central High School 

Linda Freeman, County Surveyor 

Heath Hamilton, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Biologist 

Steve Helfrich, Retired USI Facilities Director 

Eldon Maasberg, Retired Farmer 

VANDERBURGH COUNTY SWCD 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS: 
Ron Adler, Chairman, Farmer 
Kevin Rexing, Vice-Chair, Farmer 
Joe Schalasky, Treasurer, farm manager at Seton Harvest 
Pat Bittner, Member, Farmer  
Misty Minar– Botanical Curator, Mesker Park Zoo 

OFFICE STAFF: 

SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT (SWCD) 

Megan Klenck, Water Quality Specialist 

Erin Shoup, Administrative Assistant 

 
  

NATURAL RESOURCE, CONSERVATION SERVICE (NRCS) 

Christian Jimenez, District Conservationist 

 
  

INDIANA STATE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE (ISDA) 

Megan Ritterskamp, Resource Specialist  

 
 
OFFICE LOCATION 
VANDERBURGH COUNTY SWCD 
921 North Park Dr. 
Evansville, IN 47710-3629 
http://www.vandswcd.org 
TELEPHONE: (812) 423-4426 X 3 
FAX (855) 408-4686 

Board 
Meetings 
are held 
on the 
fourth 

Monday at 4 
p.m. 

of each 
month 
Unless 

otherwise 
advertised. 
The public  
is invited 
to attend 

all 
meetings 
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This newsletter is compliments of the following sponsors and all of the organizations that make our 
program successful during the year. 

UMBACH & ASSOCIATES, LLP  

CERTIFIED 

PUBLIC 

ACCOUNTANTS 

400 Bentee Wes Court 
Evansville, IN 47715 

(812) 477-2244 

Fax (812) 421-9303 

wingram@umbach.com 
www.umbach.com Warren J. Ingram, CPA, Partner 

(812) 838-4468 

POSEY COUNTY CO-OP 
Haubstadt • Poseyville  

St. Wendel • Mt. Vernon • 

1198 S. KIESEL 
DRIVE 

 
(812) 386-6580 

Fax: 
(812) 386-7537 

 

www.kieselent.com 

Ad space available Ad space available Ad space available 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.  
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New Harmony Native Trees & Shrubs 
 

Plant Native Species, Build Habitat   

812.781.8113 
 

info@buroak.net 
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March Cover Crop Breakfasts were a success 
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ISDA Soil Sample Program 
PUSH IT-Soil sampling for gardens 
Restoring Roots Program 
Spring Native Plant Sale 

All programs and services of the Soil and Water Conservation District are offered on a Nondiscriminatory Basis, 

Without Regard to Race, Color, National Origin, Religion, Sex, Age, Marital Status or Handicap . 

This newsletter is compliments of the following sponsors and all of the organizations that make our 
program successful during the year. 
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 Ev ans v i ll e  
 Wa ter  
 Haul i ng ,  Inc .  
 812-867-5858 

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL SERVICE 
WE HAVE MODERN STAINLESS STEEL DELIVERY TANKS 
SWIMMING POOL F ILLING SPECIALIST 

MARTIN FARM DRAINAGE, INC. 
Field Tile Installation Laser Equipped 

Ditch Cleaning and Dump Truck Service 
Scraper Rental - Backhoe Work - Dozer Work 

Drydam Installation - Rock Chutes and Tile 

BUD MARTIN 
(812) 845-2796 

RANDY MARTIN 
(812) 874-2723 

No added ingredients 

Allen Relleke  

Excavating, LLC 
Clearing, Lakes, Conservation Work 

812-305-3051 ® 812-963-5000 

 

VANDERBURGH COUNTY 
FARM BUREAU, INC. 

1010 W. Buena Vista Rd. 

EVANSVILLE, INDIANA 47710 
PHONE: 812-426-2761 

O: (812) 867-2887  C: (812) 305 5424  F: (812) 867-3228 
E:  craig@vieirabrothersexcavating.com 

Brad & Craig Vieira 

812-963-8102 
 

 
www.adlerexcavating.com  

8940 N. Highway 65– Cynthiana, IN 47612 
Email:sid1974@att.net     Phone: 812-449-0006 

Goedde Oil, Inc. 
 

Est. 1996 
Haubstadt, IN 

mailto:info@buroak.net
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.adlerexcavating.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C593eb1f2c2b246630dd408d8c871ebeb%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637479738906123879%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoi

