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SWCD 84t|_1 New 2024 Plat Books
Annual Meeting are here!

The SWCD Annual meeting was moved to February 18th at 2
pm to avoid the snow storm on the 19th. The Annual Meet-
ing was held at the SWCD office and an election took place
for Joe Schalasky, of which, he was elected by show of hands
and will serve another 3 year term. Jon Fehrenbacher is the
River Friendly Farmer and will receive his sign at a later time.
The Evansville Forest Alliance will be receiving our Urban
Conservation Award this year. We are looking forward to the
2026 Annual Meeting as it will be our 85th Annual Meeting!
Details will be published in the Winter Newsletter later this
year. As always be sure to follow us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/vandswcd or Instagram at Vanderburgh
County Soil and Water Conservation District.

Lower Pigeon Creek —
Year One Impact!

In 2024, the Lower Pigeon Creek project implemented
the following:

e 428 acres cover crop planted

e 34 rain barrels installed

In total, saved 4331 tons of sediment, 1322 Ib of phos-
phorliis and 42647 Ib of nitrogen from entering Otter
Creek.

Additional projects are underway in 2025 and funds are
still available to implement a variety of practices. If
i:nterested, please contact the Vanderburgh SWCD of-
ice!

The new 2024 Vanderburgh County Plat Books are at
the SWCD office and ready for purchase.

The price of the new books are $25 and can be paid
with cash or check only. Please be sure to call the
office at 812-423-4426 x3 before you stop by, as we
are frequently out of the office.

2024 PLAT BOOK

MISSION STATEMENT :
OUR MISSION IS TO PROVIDE
QUALITY CONSERVATION SERVICES
RESULTING IN A HARMONIOUS BALANCE
BETWEEN NATURAL RESOURCES,
SOCIAL CHANGE
AND ECONOMIC HEALTH WITHIN
VANDERBURGH COUNTY
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March Cover Crop
Breakfasts were a success!

Posey, Vanderburgh, Warrick and Gibson County SWCDs host-
ed two Cover Crop Breakfasts in March. The March 4™ event
was held in Boonville at the Warrick 4_H Center, and March
6" a breakfast was held at Armstrong Recreational Center in
Evansville. Both events had the same topics and speakers and
provided a yummy breakfast to the producers in attendance.
We started off the day with a video from the Pike County
SWCD called “When Roots Run Deep in Healthy Soil”.

Our first speaker was Morgan Oberly with the DNR.  She
discussed using raptor perches for rodent control. We gave
away two bamboo raptor perches at each event. Your local
SWCD also has grant money to help producers get started
with raptor perches or nests on local farms.

(insert photo of Morgan)

Morgan Oberly is the District 5 Wildlife Biologist for the Indi-
ana DNR Division of Fish & Wildlife. She covers 11 counties in
southwest Indiana and is available to provide private land-
owners with technical assistance and management advice for
wildlife habitat projects. Morgan holds a bachelor’s and mas-
ter's degrees in wildlife sciences. Originally from southern
Ohio, she’s lived in several states doing wildlife research be-
fore settling in Indiana. She loves exploring her district and
trying to find answers to the many questions about wildlife
she gets asked.

Next, we introduced Pat Bittner speaking on “Rooted in Sus-
tainability”.

(insert photo of Pat)

Pat Bittner is a dedicated fifth-generation farmer from Van-
derburgh County, proudly continuing the legacy of soil health
stewardship on his family farm. For the past ten years, Pat
has upheld the regenerative practices initiated by his grandfa-
ther and father, focusing on 100% no-till farming and the use
of cover crops. His commitment to these methods has signifi-
cantly contributed to the farm'’s soil health and productivity.
Pat is a mentor for Farm Advisors, where he shares his exper-
tise and passion for soil health education with fellow farmers
and the broader agricultural community. Through his work,
Pat aims to promote regenerative farming practices and en-
sure the long-term viability of the land for future generations.
If you have questions about these practices or how to get in
touch with Pat through Farm Advisors, please contact your
local SWCD.

We finished up the morning with a farmer panel. Our farmers
included —

(insert farm panel photo)

Joseph Kern was born and raised in Mariah Hill Indiana on a
small dairy farm. He went to Western Kentucky University to
study Agricultural Education. He also studied abroad in Ecua-
dor visiting farms and rural villages helping establish a youth
program like 4-H and FFA. Joseph now farms cattle and row
crops with his family in Spencer County. He started no-till
farming in the 1980’s and regrettably did not use cover crops
aggressively until 2011. He also does aerial applications for
farmers in Southwestern Indiana for Front 40 Ag.

Hans Schmitz farms and teaches agribusiness and drone tech-
nology at Vincennes University. He serves as a technical assis-
tance specialist with the Indiana Ag Nutrient Alliance, promot-
ing the intersection of 4R Nutrient Management and Soil
Health principles.

Aaron Kruger farms 870 acres of yellow corn, soybeans, and
cereal rye in Owensville with his 86-year-old grandfather, Ron
Kruger. Since returning to the farm after graduating from
Purdue in 2018, he has implemented a no-till and cover crop
system on their entire farm. He utilizes diverse, high biomass
cover crop mixes, planting green, and roller crimping as key

components to their operation.

Tom Rudolph is the third generation on the farm, his son
being the fourth. They have been long term no-till and cov-
er crop farmers, as well as implementing raptor perches on
their farm. They're trying their best to reduce herbicide,
pesticide, and fertilizer inputs. They're also utilizing the
Haney test to determine the soil nutrient availability.

Frank Bender started farming in 1988 with uncle Benny
Bender. At the time, his uncle was a very conventional till-
age farmer. In the early 1990’s Frank started no-tilling soy-
beans into standing corn stalks and dabbling with no-till
corn into bean stubble. In the early 2000’s, he tried Rye as
a cover crop with the encouragement and financial support
from the Posey County Soil & Water Conservation District.
Today, Frank along with his son Dale and helpers Doug
Bergman and Dennis Crawford, plant green into cover crops
on nearly all his farm land.

Michael Childress grew up on a farm in Benton County, IN.
He started working for the Posey County Co-op in 2008 and
enjoys serving the needs of the Posey County Ag communi-

Make sure you are on the contact list at your local SWCD to
stay informed about all of our future events and our 2025
CWI Cover Crop starting in May.
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2 The FARMWISE Indiana Network connects people and businesses who grow, process,
FARMW SE AN distribute, and purchase food. Our suite of services is designed to support wholesale
} market channels, and our network of value chain professionals are here to assist.

i ?
ENVIRONMENTAL RESILIENCE Are you an Indiana farmer? Our Network can...

INSTITUTE
3 meet with you to learn more about your food farming operation

suggest potential market buyers and support the conversations

connect you with opportunities that fit your farm and values

Are you a food service operation? Our Network can...
meet with you and your staff to understand your local sourcing goals and values
suggest strategies to scale up your local buy

connect you with potential suppliers that fit your needs

eri.iu.edu/farmwise Laura Stoltz
812-856-7189 Regional Value Chain Professional
farmwise@iu.edu Evansville, IN | lastoltz@iu.edu

Register by April 4, 2025

INDIANA'S MISSISSIPPI RIVER BASIN

SOIL SAMPLING PROGRAM

D' www.ISDA.IN.gov

INDIANAPOLIS (Feb. 24, 2025) - The Indiana State Department of Agriculture gISDA) and partners throughout the state have
worked with the Gulf Hypoxia Program (GHP) to develop a no-cost program with a focus on increasing the knowledge and use of soil
sampling as a nutrient management practice to benefit farm operations. The program, titled Indiana’s Mississippi River Basin Soil Sam-
pling Program, is open now for applicants.

“Indiana is a leader in soil conservation and that is thanks to programs like this one,” said Lt. Governor Micah Beckwith, Indiana’s Sec-
retary of Agriculture. “This funding will support our Hoosier farmers and landowners looking to increase soil conservation efforts on
their farms, which we know will help them keep their soil fertile and healthy for generations to come.”

ISDA promotes the importance of nutrient management and the principles of the 4R Nutrient Stewardship framework. The 4R frame-
work incorporates using the “Right Source, Right Rate, Right Time, and Right Place” to achieve cropping system goals. This program
focuses on soil sampling and testing as it is a key component, and first step, of developing a plan for nutrient management. Soil sam-
pling provides an assessment of the soil’s fertility which can be used for making fertilizer application recommendations, assessing avail-
able nutrients over time, increase farmer profitability and enhance environmental protection by reducing the risk of nutrient loss. This
project was developed to help further Indiana’s State Nutrient Reduction Strategy efforts.

“As a farmer myself, I know firsthand how much time, money and effort goes into soil testing on farms,” said ISDA Director Don Lamb.
“This program is crucial for Hoosier farmers and landowners to be able to afford soil conservation e fforts and nutrient stewardship
which are integral on their farms. I am thankful for this funding and for our team and partners who make this soil conservation initia-
tive a success year after year.”

This program includes row crop fields, pastures, hay and specialty crops located within Indiana’s portion of the Mississippi River Basin.
Eligible landowners will be prioritized by acreage enrolled (i.e., 100 acres or less), fields that have never been soil sampled and fields
that haven't been sampled regularly (i.e., within the last 4 years). Further prioritization may be implemented based on ISDA’s workload
capacity. This program excludes hobby gardens and private lawns. Interested landowners can sign-up online at ISDA’s website or by
reaching out to soilsampling@isda.in.gov.

Sign-ups begin Monday, Feb. 24, 2025, and ISDA is accepting registrations until Friday, April 4, 2025 or until funds are exhausted.

This program was made possible thanks to ISDA, Indiana Soybean Alliance, Indiana Corn Marketing Council, Indiana Agriculture Nutri-
ent Alliance (IANA), Indiana Conservation Partnership (ICP) members, farmers, and crop advisors.
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Pree Soil Test &

Site Visit @9

If you have a small garden where you're
growing vegetables, fruits, and/or flowers
and live in the following counties, you're

elligible for a free soil test!

Posey Vanderburgh Spencer
Warrick Pike Gibson
Contact your local Soil & Water
Conservation District
2.Schedule a site visit with us to come
take the soil sample
When your results come in we’ll
follow up to discuss your soil
results and how to better improve

your soil health!

URBAN pasuiin..s

SOIL HEALTH

5

Promoting Uban Soill Health in Towme —
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RESTORING ROOTS

OUR LINEUP OF EXPERT SPEAKERS INCLUDE:
AMANDA MOSIMAN:

AMANDA BRADSHAW BURKS:

KIT TURPIN:

FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE, PLEASE CHOOS
WHICH SESSION WORKS BEST FOR YOU!

APRIL 9, 2025'| 5 - 7P.M. CDT APRIL12;2025 | 9-12 P.M.CDT

THRESHERMAN'’S PARK NEWBURGH CHANDLER
2144 NEW HARMONY RD, PUBLIC LIBRARY

4111 LAKESHORE DR,
BOONVILLE, IN 47601 NEWBURGH. IN 47630

CALL 812-897-2840 EXT. 3 OR EMAIL
WARRICKSWCD@GMAIL.COM TO REGISTER FOR THE
WORKSHOP. PLEASE REGISTER BY APRIL 8, 2025

WARRICK COUNTY SWCD

Extension - Warrick County
UNIVERSITY.
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TNative
Plant Sale

Saturday, May 31, 2025
9am—12noon

Wesselman Woods Nature Center
551 N Boeke Rd, Evansville, IN 47711

Lots of native perennial plants, flowers, trees, and shrubs
perfect for butterfly & pollinator gardens
and natural landscaping!

presented by

Indiana Native

Plant Society
Southwest Chapter

Aj
>SRN 8 At

mdzananatweplants org A\
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VANDERBURGH COUNTY SWCD \
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all TELEPHONE: (812) 423-4426 X 3
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THIS NEWSLETTER IS COMPLIMENTS OF THE FOLLOWING SPONSORS AND ALL OF THE ORGANIZATIONS THAT MAKE OUR

PROGRAM SUCCESSFUL DURING THE YEAR.
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Installation and Repair
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p.o. box 99 | 601 west main street | holland, indiana 47541 (812) 838_4468 RANDY BRElVOGEL(81 2) 422-4766

phone: 812.536.2261 | toll free: 800.796.1523 | brandedbywoods.com

F“Curran Miller

Auction/Realty

812-474-6100 Ad space available

www.curranmiller.com
Email: cmar@curranmiller.com
1005 E Walnut St. | Evansville, IN 47714

(812) 386-6580
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USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.
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