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MISSION STATEMENT : 
 OUR MISSION IS TO PROVIDE   

QUALITY CONSERVATION SERVICES 

RESULTING IN A HARMONIOUS BALANCE  

BETWEEN NATURAL RESOURCES,  

SOCIAL CHANGE  

AND ECONOMIC HEALTH WITHIN 

VANDERBURGH COUNTY  

BY FOSTERING INNOVATIVE PARTNERSHIPS                             

 

New 2024 Plat Books 
 are here! 

 
The new 2024 Vanderburgh County Plat Books are at 
the SWCD office and ready for purchase. 
 
The price of the new books are $25 and can be paid 
with cash or check only.  Please be sure to call the 
office at 812-423-4426 x3 before you stop by, as we 
are frequently out of the office. 

• Registration opens in early September. Maximum of 30 
attendees. 

• $50 per attendee (If multiple individuals from one busi-
ness are attending, each one will need to register.) 

• 9:00 – 3:00 CST 

• Materials and lunch included 

• The day will offer training for food producers, as well as 
the opportunity to hear from a panel of food buyers. 

• The training will present Indiana-specific information, 
however the training is open to non-Indiana businesses. 
Hosted by FARMWISE Indiana 

 Contact Laura Stolts at lastoltz@iu.edu  with questions 
or to register. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feri.iu.edu%2Fprograms%2Ffarmwise-indiana.html&data=05%7C02%7CErin.Shoup%40in.nacdnet.net%7C452826eacc714397446008ddd6955186%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638902659032299775%7CUnk
mailto:lastoltz@iu.edu


 Page 2 “C o m i n g  T o g e t h e r  N e w s l e t t e r ” FALL 



 2025 “C o m i n g  T o g e t h e r  N e w s l e t t e r ” Page 3 



Fall “C o m i n g  T o g e t h e r  N e w s l e t t e r ” Page 4 



 Page 5 “C o m i n g  T o g e t h e r  N e w s l e t t e r ”           FALL 

Fall cover crops are a great way to build your soil for next 
year’s garden.  Cover crops are able to reduce soil compac-
tion, increase water infiltration, add organic matter and re-
duce weed pressure.  Plant cover crops from Mid August to 
late September to receive the biggest impact.  If vegetables 
are still growing, plant the cover crop seeds under the estab-
lished plant to give the seeds time to germinate.  During the 
winter months, the cover crops will provide food for the mi-
crobes that are helping to make your soil healthy.  Come 
spring, till, spade or plow under the cover crops to provide a 
boost in organic matter and nutrients. 

Please contact us at 812-423-4426 x3 to make sure we still 
have seeds available before you stop by the office.  The of-
fice is located at 921 North park Dr., Evansville, IN 47710.  
Normal office hours are 7-3:30 p.m. 

Seton Harvest Honored 
with 2025 River Friendly 
Farmer Award at Indiana 

State Fair 
INDIANAPOLIS – Fifty-three Indiana farmers were recog-
nized on August 6 at the Indiana State Fairgrounds for their 
exceptional commitment to conservation and land steward-
ship during the 2025 River Friendly Farmer Award Cere-
mony. 
Held in the 4-H Exhibit Hall Auditorium, the ceremony hon-
ored farmers who have implemented proven conservation 
practices—such as cover crops, no-till farming, and field bor-
ders—to reduce erosion, improve water quality, and build 
healthy soils. These efforts not only protect Indiana’s rivers, 
streams, and lakes, but also contribute to the health of wa-
terways far beyond state lines. 
Lt. Governor Micah Beckwith addressed the honorees and 
their families, commending their dedication to preserving 
Indiana’s natural resources. 

Local farming business, Seton Harvest, nominated by the 
Vanderburgh County SWCD, is located at 9400 New Harmony 
Rd., Evansville, IN 47710.  Seton Harvest has installed a large 
pollinator plot to attract pollinators to the farm.  They also 
use cover crops to protect the field during the non-growing 
season.  Seton Harvest also uses buffer strips around the 
field edges and uses terraces, all to aid in conservation prac-

tices throughout the farm.   
A shared theme among this year’s recipients is leaving the 
land better than they found it and Seton Harvest is no ex-
ception.  
The River Friendly Farmer Award is a program of the Indi-
ana Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts 
(IASWCD) and Indiana’s 92 Soil and Water Conservation 
Districts.  
The 2025 River Friendly Farmer Award Ceremony is proudly 
sponsored by: 

Indiana Farm Bureau 
The Nature Conservancy 
Indiana Corn Marketing Council 
Indiana Soybean Alliance 
Indiana State Department of Agriculture 
Indiana Association of Soil and Water Conservation Dis-

tricts (IASWCD) 
Indiana’s 92 Soil and Water Conservation Districts 

 
A full list of award recipients is available at: 
www.iaswcd.org  

.Lt. Governor Micah Beckwith (L in blue shirt) and Indiana 
Farm Bureau President Randy Kron (R in taupe shirt).   Joe 
Schalasky, Farm Manager at Seton Harvest. (green shirt) 

https://iaswcd.org/conservation-events/annual-awards/river-friendly-farmer-award/
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ASSOCIATES: 
Kay Hoffherr, Retired Teacher, Central High School 

Linda Freeman, County Surveyor 

Heath Hamilton, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Biologist 

Steve Helfrich, Retired USI Facilities Director 

Eldon Maasberg, Retired Farmer 

VANDERBURGH COUNTY SWCD 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS: 
Ron Adler, Chairman, Farmer 
Kevin Rexing, Vice-Chair, Farmer 
Joe Schalasky, Treasurer, farm manager at Seton Harvest 
Pat Bittner, Member, Farmer  
Misty Minar– Botanical Curator, Mesker Park Zoo 

OFFICE STAFF: 

SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT (SWCD) 

Megan Klenck, Water Quality Specialist 

Erin Shoup, Administrative Assistant 

 
  

NATURAL RESOURCE, CONSERVATION SERVICE (NRCS) 

Christian Jimenez, District Conservationist 

 
  

INDIANA STATE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE (ISDA) 

Megan Ritterskamp, Resource Specialist  

 
 
OFFICE LOCATION 
VANDERBURGH COUNTY SWCD 
921 North Park Dr. 
Evansville, IN 47710-3629 
http://www.vandswcd.org 
TELEPHONE: (812) 423-4426 X 3 
FAX (855) 408-4686 

Board 
Meetings 
are held 
on the 
fourth 

Monday at 4 
p.m. 

of each 
month 
Unless 

otherwise 
advertised. 
The public  
is invited 
to attend 

all 
meetings 
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This newsletter is compliments of the following sponsors and all of the organizations that make our 
program successful during the year. 

UMBACH & ASSOCIATES, LLP  

CERTIFIED 

PUBLIC 

ACCOUNTANTS 

400 Bentee Wes Court 
Evansville, IN 47715 

(812) 477-2244 

Fax (812) 421-9303 

wingram@umbach.com 
www.umbach.com Warren J. Ingram, CPA, Partner 

(812) 838-4468 

POSEY COUNTY CO-OP 
Haubstadt • Poseyville  

St. Wendel • Mt. Vernon • 

1198 S. KIESEL 
DRIVE 

 
(812) 386-6580 

Fax: 
(812) 386-7537 

 

www.kieselent.com 

Ad space available Ad space available Ad space available 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.  
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New Harmony Native Trees & Shrubs 
 

Plant Native Species, Build Habitat   

812.781.8113 
 

info@buroak.net 

In This Issue: 
Save The Date– MarketReady training 
2024 Plat Books 
Evansville Countryside Orchard Farm Tour 
Women 4 The Land– Seton Harvest 
Soil Sampling 
Free Garden Cover Crop Seeds 
Seton Harvest– River Friendly Farmer 
Newsletter Updates 
 

All programs and services of the Soil and Water Conservation District are offered on a Nondiscriminatory Basis, 

Without Regard to Race, Color, National Origin, Religion, Sex, Age, Marital Status or Handicap . 

This newsletter is compliments of the following sponsors and all of the organizations that make our 
program successful during the year. 
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Return Service  Req ues ted  
Please Don ’t  Trash Me -Pass  Me!  
I ’m rec ycle d and re cy c lable 

 Ev ans v i ll e  
 Wa ter  
 Haul i ng ,  Inc .  
 812-867-5858 

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL SERVICE 
WE HAVE MODERN STAINLESS STEEL DELIVERY TANKS 
SWIMMING POOL F ILLING SPECIALIST 

MARTIN FARM DRAINAGE, INC. 
Field Tile Installation Laser Equipped 

Ditch Cleaning and Dump Truck Service 
Scraper Rental - Backhoe Work - Dozer Work 

Drydam Installation - Rock Chutes and Tile 

BUD MARTIN 
(812) 845-2796 

RANDY MARTIN 
(812) 874-2723 

No added ingredients 

Allen Relleke  

Excavating, LLC 
Clearing, Lakes, Conservation Work 

812-305-3051 ® 812-963-5000 

 

VANDERBURGH COUNTY 
FARM BUREAU, INC. 

1010 W. Buena Vista Rd. 

EVANSVILLE, INDIANA 47710 
PHONE: 812-426-2761 

O: (812) 867-2887  C: (812) 305 5424  F: (812) 867-3228 
E:  craig@vieirabrothersexcavating.com 

Brad & Craig Vieira 

812-963-8102 
 

 
www.adlerexcavating.com  

8940 N. Highway 65– Cynthiana, IN 47612 
Email:sid1974@att.net     Phone: 812-449-0006 

Goedde Oil, Inc. 
 

Est. 1996 
Haubstadt, IN 

mailto:info@buroak.net
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.adlerexcavating.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C593eb1f2c2b246630dd408d8c871ebeb%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637479738906123879%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoi

