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VANDERBURGH COUNTY  

allows you to transport your bale to the  pasture and unroll it 
with one piece of equipment.  Allowing more animals to get 
to the food as well as possible bedding in bad weather.  If 
you have any questions for Tyler, call of text him at 812-686-
3483.  

Proactive Agronomy Field 
Day was a Success! 

 
On June 6, 2024, local 
farmers and staff from 
local SWCD’s, CCSI, 
Purdue University, Res-
elient Indiana, and 
NRCS gathered at Jo-
seph Kern’s Farm for a 
field day.  It was spon-
sored and hosted by 
the local SWCD’s 
(Warrick, Gibson, Pos-
ey and Vanderburgh) 
and additional sponsors included 
The Nature Conservancy, Clean 
Water Indiana, Alcoa and CCSI 
(Conservation Cropping System Initiatives.  Vendors tables 
included:  Superior Ag, Duck’s Unlimited and ADM. 
We began the day with Travis Gogel, NRCS and a demon-
stration at the Soil Health Trailer.  It has a rainfall simulator 
that shows how soil is affected by rain and how healthy soil 
absorbs, controls, and uses water more efficiently. 
Joseph started off with his presentation titled “Starting Out 
with No-Till Cover Crops Sucks –101”.  We learned 
about How Joe got started, mistakes he made, and what he 
would do differently.  He went over the short and long-term 
costs and benefits of cover cropping, how cover crops help 
ring stability during wetter winters and drier summers, and 
how cover crops lower input costs and raise crop yields.   
Afterwards we broke up in two groups, one took a took a 
wagon ride with Joe while he pointed out how things 
changed for the better on his farm with cover crops.  While 
some stayed at the tent and learned about Climate Change 
with Hans Schmidt, CCSI, Climate Smart Ag Specialist.  Hans 
discussed the best way to find out about accurate weather 
forecasts and how the changes in weather pose problems for 
farmers.  Rainstorms have increased in severity and frequen-
cy, while rising temperatures cause more evaporation, turn-
ing water into vapor leading to more droughts.  Therefore, 
our soil needs to be healthy to absorb as much rain as possi-
ble and hold on to it as long as possible.   Then the groups 
switched. 
It was a beautiful day to be outside and everyone enjoyed 
being together and learning new things about our living soil 
and keeping it healthy. 

 
We also met Tyler Luecke from Luecke Farm & Fab located 
in Evanston IN.  Tyler builds useful tools for regenerative 
farmers like himself in his welding shop.  Two examples in-
clude the crimper pictures below.  The advantage of crimp-
ers are they kill cover crops mechanically, suppress weeds 
by forming a mulch, decrease hot summer soil temperatures, 
conserve soil moisture, decrease soil erosion, and add or-
ganic matter.  Tyler also fabricated a hay bale unroller.  It 

Host-Jospeh Kern 

Photo above - This crimper is a 15.5’ CAT II 3 point 
hitch crimper with chevron blades.  It weighs in at 
3200 pounds and is also water fillable.  It requires a 
50 HP tractor to pull it. 
Photo below– Hay bale unroller also made by Tyler 
Luecke. 
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WEED WRANGLE NEWS 
 
It was an awesome, warm, sunshiny day, March 16, 2024!  44 volunteers removed Privet, Wintercreeper, and Multiflora 
Rose from North Woods at Igleheart Park.  After 3 hours of work there were piles of pulled invasives dotting the hillside.  
Vanderburgh CISMA (Cooperative Invasive Species Management Area) thanks all Master Gardeners who helped make 
the 11th Weed Wrangle a huge success!   A new patch of trilliums was discovered and also some Crane ’s Fly orchids.  
Friends of North Woods, who work there weekly, have noticed these native plants and others sprouting due to more 
sunlight available after the invasives are gone.  Anyone interested in joining Friends can contact Steve at: 
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ASSOCIATES: 
Kay Hoffherr, Teacher, Central High School 

Linda Freeman, County Surveyor 

Heath Hamilton, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Biologist 

Davie Sue Wallace Litov, Business Owner 

Steve Helfrich, Retired USI Facilities Director 

Eldon Maasberg, Retired Farmer 

VANDERBURGH COUNTY SWCD 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS: 
Ron Adler, Chairman, Farmer/Operates a Peach Orchard 
Kevin Rexing, Vice-Chair, Farmer 
Megan Ritterskamp, Treasurer, Invasive Species Specialist 
Joe Schalasky, Member, Farm Manager at Seton Harvest 
Pat Bittner, Member, Farmer 

OFFICE STAFF: 

SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT (SWCD) 

Megan Klenck, Water Quality Specialist 

Erin Shoup, Administrative Assistant 

 
  

NATURAL RESOURCE, CONSERVATION SERVICE (NRCS) 

Kellyam ValleCancel, District Conservationist 

 
  

INDIANA STATE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE (ISDA) 

Linda Voglund, Resource Specialist  

 
 
OFFICE LOCATION 
VANDERBURGH COUNTY SWCD 
921 North Park Dr. 
Evansville, IN 47710-3629 
http://www.vandswcd.org 
TELEPHONE: (812) 423-4426 X 3 
FAX (855) 408-4686 

Board 
Meetings 
are held 
on the 
fourth 

Monday at 4 
p.m. 

of each 
month 
Unless 

otherwise 
advertised. 
The public  
is invited 
to attend 

all 
meetings 

   

   

   

   

   

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

This newsletter is compliments of the following sponsors and all of the organizations that make our 
program successful during the year. 

UMBACH & ASSOCIATES, LLP  

CERTIFIED 

PUBLIC 

ACCOUNTANTS 

400 Bentee Wes Court 
Evansville, IN 47715 

(812) 477-2244 

Fax (812) 421-9303 

wingram@umbach.com 
www.umbach.com Warren J. Ingram, CPA, Partner 

(812) 838-4468 

POSEY COUNTY CO-OP 
Haubstadt • Poseyville  

St. Wendel • Mt. Vernon • 

1198 S. KIESEL 
DRIVE 

 
(812) 386-6580 

Fax: 
(812) 386-7537 

 

www.kieselent.com 
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New Harmony Native Trees & Shrubs 
 

Plant Native Species, Build Habitat   

812.781.8113 
 

info@buroak.net 

In This Issue: 
 
Proactive Agronomy Field Day was a success! 
Midwest Mechanical Control Field Day 
Cost Share in the Lower Pigeon Watershed 
Weed Wrangle News 
Regional Ag Forum 
Women’s Conservation Learning Circle 
 

All programs and services of the Soil and Water Conservation District are offered on a Nondiscriminatory Basis, 
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 Ev ans v i ll e  
 Wa ter  
 Haul i ng ,  Inc .  
 812-867-5858 

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL SERVICE 
WE HAVE MODERN STAINLESS STEEL DELIVERY TANKS 
SWIMMING POOL F ILLING SPECIALIST 

MARTIN FARM DRAINAGE, INC. 
Field Tile Installation Laser Equipped 

Ditch Cleaning and Dump Truck Service 
Scraper Rental - Backhoe Work - Dozer Work 

Drydam Installation - Rock Chutes and Tile 

BUD MARTIN 
(812) 845-2796 

RANDY MARTIN 
(812) 874-2723 

No added ingredients 

Allen Relleke  

Excavating, LLC 
Clearing, Lakes, Conservation Work 

812-305-3051 ® 812-963-5000 

 

VANDERBURGH COUNTY 
FARM BUREAU, INC. 

1010 W. Buena Vista Rd. 

EVANSVILLE, INDIANA 47710 
PHONE: 812-426-2761 

O: (812) 867-2887  C: (812) 305 5424  F: (812) 867-3228 
E:  craig@vieirabrothersexcavating.com 

Brad & Craig Vieira 

812-963-8102 
 

 
www.adlerexcavating.com  

8940 N. Highway 65– Cynthiana, IN 47612 
Email:sid1974@att.net     Phone: 812-449-0006 

10100 Hwy 165 - N Poseyville, IN 47633 
               Phone: (812) 874-3316  

Goedde Oil, Inc. 
 

Est. 1996 
Haubstadt, IN 
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