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 Lower Pigeon Creek  

Project Announces Cost 
Share Funding 

 
The Lower Pigeon Creek Project, in partnership with the 
Warrick and Gibson Soil and Water Conservation Districts, 
City of Evansville, Vanderburgh County and other partners 
announce the availability of funding from the Indiana Depart-
ment of Environmental Management’s Section 319 program 
and our local partners to directly enhance portions of the 
Lower Pigeon Creek Watershed.   The grant will provide 
funding for agricultural producers within the Bluegrass Creek 
drainage or along the mainstem of Pigeon Creek to improve 
water quality on their property.   Additionally, funding is 
available to residential, governmental commercial or industri-
al entities to implement conservation practices to address 
stormwater runoff.  
 
The Lower Pigeon Creek Project will use $180,000, by 
providing up to 75% of the costs for qualified agricultural 
projects.  To receive funding, projects must meet three crite-
ria: 1) Be located within the target area (mapped in yellow 
on the enclosed figure); 2) Be a project type listed on the 
fundable projects list; and 3) Be approved by project’s tech-
nical committees and the Indiana Department of Environ-
mental Management.  Application will be accepted and re-
viewed on a rolling basis. The first round of applications are 
due May 15th . To learn more about the project, view details 
of the qualifications and/or to apply for cost-share funding, 
visit https://www.lowerpigeoncreek.com/costshare or contact 
your local soil and water conservation district or Sara Peel at 
speel@arionconsultants.com or (765)337-9100. 
 
Additional information about the project’s progress can be 
found at https://www.lowerpigeoncreek.com.   

Vanderburgh County SWCD 83rd 
Annual Meeting was a success! 

 
The 83rd Annual meeting was held on February 21st, 2024 at 
the Vanderburgh 4-H, Banquet Hall.  This is our open to the 
public, mandatory annual meeting with election of supervi-
sors and recap of the year’s activities and financials. A meal 
was catered by the Carriage Inn this year. We also like to 
take this opportunity to highlight local producers and educa-
tors with several awards.  Of course there is a guest speaker 
to wrap everything up. 
This year our emcee were the supervisors of the SWCD, they 
each had a part for the meeting.  The election of a supervisor 
was done by a show of hands for Ron Adler as he was the 
only name on the ballot. Megan Ritterskamp was re-
appointed for another term and both Megan and Ron were 
sworn in by Commissioner Justin Elpers. 
 
With the election out of the way, Pat Bittner gave an invoca-
tion and dinner was served; a buffet of fried chicken and with 
sides, and 2 fabulously decorated cupcake cakes in the 
shapes of a hippo and turtle that were 
donated by Donut Bank. 
 
 
After dinner the awards were passed 
out.  George Seib/Geo Farms was this 
year’s River Friendly Farmer Award re-
cipient. The Urban Conservationist 
Award was presented to Sharon 
Sorenson for all her hard work of pro-
moting native plants for pollinators. 
 
The guest speaker for the night was Paul 
Bouseman with Mesker Park Zoo.  He 
spoke on the subject of zoo conservation 
and even had a few special animals with 
him.  After his presentation the door 
prizes were given away, including a a 
necklace from Turley, Mfg. Jewelers, a 
battery operated hedge trimmer from 
Straub Outdoor Power, fire extinguishers 
by Chris Will-First Advantage Insurance, 
2 gift certificates to Camilla’s Closet, 10 
gift certificates to Mesker park Zoo, 
Buckets with landscaping tools 
and craftsman battery powered 
weed eater and leaf blower, 
Rural King, OReilly Auto Parts, 
American Honey, Ansell, ADM 
with with a gift certificate for 
$1,000 in cover crop seed and 
Donut Bank sponsored the 
amazing sheet cake decorated 
below for the meeting.   
Thanks to everyone that at-
tended the Annual Meeting this 
year! 

https://www.lowerpigeoncreek.com/costshare
mailto:speel@arionconsultants.com
https://www.lowerpigeoncreek.com
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MISSION STATEMENT : 
 OUR MISSION IS TO PROVIDE   

QUALITY CONSERVATION SERVICES 

RESULTING IN A HARMONIOUS BALANCE  

BETWEEN NATURAL RESOURCES,  

SOCIAL CHANGE  

AND ECONOMIC HEALTH WITHIN 

VANDERBURGH COUNTY  

BY FOSTERING INNOVATIVE PARTNERSHIPS                             

Invasive Tool Share  
Program 

 
The Vanderburgh County 
SWCD in partnership with 
Pike, Posey, Gibson and War-
rick Counties are finishing a 
Clean Water Indiana Grant 
this year.  Each county has a 
list of invasive tools that citi-
zens can rent to help remove 
invasives on their property.  
Each county will have differ-
ent tools available to the pub-
lic for rent  To see which 
tools your county has to of-
fer ,please contact the Soil 
and Water Conservation Dis-
trict in your county. 
 
The Vanderburgh County SWCD has a pullerbear tool to help 
remove invasive shrubs that are difficult to remove by hand.  
The SWCD also has  2 battery operated  mini-chainsaws to 
aid in removing thicker invasive vines that are too difficult 
with loppers.  We also have loppers for rent to remove small-
er vines and shrubs.  The SWCD has a battery operated 
weed trimmer also available for rent.  We also have a back-
pack sprayer for areas needing chemical treatment.  These 
tools are available for rent with a deposit and a waiver form 
that needs to be filled out before you leave the office with 
any tools.  If you are interested in renting any of these tools 
please contact Erin Shoup at 812-423-4426 x3. 

2018 Plat Books on  
Clearance for $10 

 
The Vanderburgh County SWCD is selling the 2018 Plat 
Book for half off.  We are in the process of having new ones 
printed and they will be ready spring 2024!  The books can 
be picked up at the office during normal business hours M-F 
from 8:00-4:30 p.m.  Please call ahead before making the 
trip to the Office as we are sometimes absent from the of-
fice due to the nature of our work.  You may reach us at 
812-423-4426 ext.3.  These books are non-refundable and 
all sales final.  We accept cash or check only, and exact 
cash is preferred.  Thanks 

FRIENDS OF NORTH 
WOODS 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 

Looking for volunteers to 
assist in the removal of 
invasive vines and plants in 
North Woods/
IgleheartPark. We've made 
major improvements in the 
woods, allowing native 
plants and wildflowers to 
thrive without the aggres-
sive domination from the 
non-native species. 
 
Contact Steve Heeger at 
friendsofnwds@gmail.com 
for information on helping 
at one of our work ses-
sions. No 
experience necessary. 
(Phone 812-499-0177) 
 

New CED in Vanderburgh 
County FSA 

 
“With the retirement of long time Van-
derburgh CED Dave Sturgell, the FSA 
County Committee recently hired Tessa 
Chambers to be the Vanderburgh FSA 
County Executive Director. Tessa was 
previously a Program Technician in the 
Vanderburgh office and completed the 
County Executive Director Training 
program. Tessa grew up on a farm and 
before joining the Farm Service Agency 
in 2022 had worked in the seed industry 
for several years. She is excited and 
grateful for the opportunity to serve Vanderburgh County’s 
producers. Tessa resides in northern Vanderburgh County.” 

New PT in Vanderburgh 
County FSA 

 
Jenna is from Southern Gibson 
County where she grew up in 
an agricultural community. 
Prior to joining the Farm Ser-
vice Agency in 2023 she 
worked in the Healthcare field. 
Jenna is excited to meet and 
help producers in Vanderburgh 
County!  
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Written by Robert Bruner of Purdue Extension 
Submitted by Vanderburgh Cooperative Invasive Species 
Management Area (CISMA) 
Email Vanderburgh.cisma@gmail.com  
 
January 12, 2024 
 
WEST LAFAYETTE, Ind. — While earthworms in the spring 
are a happy sight for gardeners, an invasive worm species is 
wreaking havoc for landowners and gardeners in southern 
Indiana. 
 
Robert Bruner, Purdue Extension’s exotic forest pest special-
ist, describes jumping worms, an invasive species to North 
America in the genus Amynthas: “Traditionally, when we see 
earthworms, they are deep in the ground and a little slimy. 
The jumping worms are a little bit bigger, kind of dry and 
scaly, and tend to thrash around much like a snake does.” 
 
While worms have a reputation as a helpful species found in 
the soil ecosystem, invasive jumping worms do not live up to 
that standard, Bruner explained. Jumping worms will con-
sume all organic material from the top layer of soil, leaving 
behind a coffee ground-like waste with no nutrients for plants 
or seeds. 
 
Since jumping worms stay within the first few inches of top-
soil, they are not creating channels for water and air the way 
earthworms do, disrupting water flow to plant roots. 
 
“So basically, they’re just very nasty pests that ruin the quali-
ty of our soil, and the only thing that can really grow in soil 
like that are essentially invasive plants, or species that are 
meant to survive really harsh conditions,” Bruner said. 
 
However, we have gotten reports from several counties 
throughout the state, and those sightings are typically associ-
ated with compost piles and mulch. There is still much to 
learn about jumping worms, making eradication efforts diffi-
cult. One thing that is known, Bruner said, is they aren’t a 
migrating species.  
 
“This is the kind of invasive pest that is moved almost entire-
ly through human activity. They don’t crawl superfast,” he 
explained. “So, when they move, that means they’re moving 
because we’re transferring soil, say, from someone’s plants or 
someone’s compost and we’re bringing them to a new area.” 
 
Bruner recommends that gardeners should not share ground 
soil or compost and avoid potted plants from unknown 
sources. If you suspect jumping worms are present in your 
own soil, Bruner suggests a process called solarizing to elimi-
nate unwanted pests. Gardeners should lay down a black or 
dark-toned tarp on a sunny day and sprinkle a thin layer of 
soil on top, allowing it to reach a temperature over 105 de-
grees Fahrenheit.  Bruner cautions that jumping worms can 
escape during the solarizing process, “so you need to com-
pletely wrap the soil up in the tarp, essentially making the 
world’s worst sandwich, and allow it to heat up and kill what-
ever is in there.” 
 
Any invasive species sightings should be reported to the Indi-
ana Department of Natural Resources at depp@dnr.in.gov or 
by calling 1-866-663-9684.  
 
For the full release: 
https://www.purdue.edu/newsroom/releases/2023/Q1/
gardeners-asked-to-be-vigilant-this-spring-for-invasive-
jumping-worms.html  

8 Wintercreeper Pulls 
 
January and February are designated months for Vander-
burgh CISMA to pull Wintercreeper vines at North Woods in 
Igleheart Park.  Mother Nature certainly cooperated this year 
by giving us warm weather and damp soil for easy pulling of 
vines.  Besides the work, we enjoyed discovering some 
Crane’s Fly orchids sprouting, flocks of juncos nearby, and a 
determined Pileated Woodpecker looking for insects.  An out-
standing total of 88 hours were accrued, on a record-setting 8 
work days, by 18 volunteers!  Thanks to the many members 
of the community who helped.  We estimate that the pulled 

mailto:Vanderburgh.cisma@gmail.com
https://www.purdue.edu/newsroom/releases/2023/Q1/gardeners-asked-to-be-vigilant-this-spring-for-invasive-jumping-worms.html
https://www.purdue.edu/newsroom/releases/2023/Q1/gardeners-asked-to-be-vigilant-this-spring-for-invasive-jumping-worms.html
https://www.purdue.edu/newsroom/releases/2023/Q1/gardeners-asked-to-be-vigilant-this-spring-for-invasive-jumping-worms.html
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ASSOCIATES: 
Kay Hoffherr, Teacher, Central High School 

Linda Freeman, County Surveyor 

Heath Hamilton, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Biologist 

Davie Sue Wallace Litov, Business Owner 

Steve Helfrich, Retired USI Facilities Director 

Eldon Maasberg, Retired Farmer 

VANDERBURGH COUNTY SWCD 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS: 
Ron Adler, Chairman, Farmer/Operates a Peach Orchard 
Kevin Rexing, Vice-Chair, Farmer 
Megan Ritterskamp, Treasurer, Invasive Species Specialist 
Joe Schalasky, Member, Farm Manager at Seton Harvest 
Pat Bittner, Member, Farmer 

OFFICE STAFF: 

SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT (SWCD) 

Megan Klenck, Water Quality Specialist 

Erin Shoup, Administrative Assistant 

 
  

NATURAL RESOURCE, CONSERVATION SERVICE (NRCS) 

Kellyam ValleCancel, District Conservationist 

 
  

INDIANA STATE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE (ISDA) 

Linda Voglund, Resource Specialist  

 
 
OFFICE LOCATION 
VANDERBURGH COUNTY SWCD 
921 North Park Dr. 
Evansville, IN 47710-3629 
http://www.vandswcd.org 
TELEPHONE: (812) 423-4426 X 3 
FAX (855) 408-4686 

Board 
Meetings 
are held 
on the 
fourth 

Monday at 4 
p.m. 

of each 
month 
Unless 

otherwise 
advertised. 
The public  
is invited 
to attend 

all 
meetings 

   

   

   

   

   

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

This newsletter is compliments of the following sponsors and all of the organizations that make our 
program successful during the year. 

UMBACH & ASSOCIATES, LLP  

CERTIFIED 

PUBLIC 

ACCOUNTANTS 

400 Bentee Wes Court 
Evansville, IN 47715 

(812) 477-2244 

Fax (812) 421-9303 

wingram@umbach.com 
www.umbach.com Warren J. Ingram, CPA, Partner 

(812) 838-4468 

POSEY COUNTY CO-OP 
Haubstadt • Poseyville  

St. Wendel • Mt. Vernon • 

1198 S. KIESEL 
DRIVE 

 
(812) 386-6580 

Fax: 
(812) 386-7537 

 

www.kieselent.com 

Ad space available Ad space available Ad space available 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.  

Ad space available Ad space available Ad space available 



  

   

   

   

   

   

New Harmony Native Trees & Shrubs 
 

Plant Native Species, Build Habitat   

812.781.8113 
 

info@buroak.net 
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 Ev ans v i ll e  
 Wa ter  
 Haul i ng ,  Inc .  
 812-867-5858 

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL SERVICE 
WE HAVE MODERN STAINLESS STEEL DELIVERY TANKS 
SWIMMING POOL F ILLING SPECIALIST 

MARTIN FARM DRAINAGE, INC. 
Field Tile Installation Laser Equipped 

Ditch Cleaning and Dump Truck Service 
Scraper Rental - Backhoe Work - Dozer Work 

Drydam Installation - Rock Chutes and Tile 

BUD MARTIN 
(812) 845-2796 

RANDY MARTIN 
(812) 874-2723 

No added ingredients 

Allen Relleke  

Excavating, LLC 
Clearing, Lakes, Conservation Work 

812-305-3051 ® 812-963-5000 

 

VANDERBURGH COUNTY 
FARM BUREAU, INC. 

1010 W. Buena Vista Rd. 

EVANSVILLE, INDIANA 47710 
PHONE: 812-426-2761 

O: (812) 867-2887  C: (812) 305 5424  F: (812) 867-3228 
E:  craig@vieirabrothersexcavating.com 

Brad & Craig Vieira 

812-963-8102 
 

 
www.adlerexcavating.com  

8940 N. Highway 65– Cynthiana, IN 47612 
Email:sid1974@att.net     Phone: 812-449-0006 

10100 Hwy 165 - N Poseyville, IN 47633 
               Phone: (812) 874-3316  

Goedde Oil, Inc. 
 

Est. 1996 
Haubstadt, IN 
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